The Faith of Another Centurion: St. Cornelius

Soon after the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross and
His Ascension into Heaven, a centurion by the name of Cornelius
settled at Caesarea in Palestine. Although he was a pagan, he
distinguished himself by deep piety and good deeds, as the holy
Evangelist Luke says (Acts 10:1). In Acts. when the Apostle Peter
arrived at the house of Cornelius in the company of those sent to
meet him, he was received with great joy and respect by the host
together with his kinsmen and comrades. Cornelius fell down at the
feet of the apostle and requested to be taught the way of salvation.
Saint Peter talked about the earthly life of Jesus Christ, and told him
of the Lord’s death on the Cross, His Resurrection and Ascension
into Heaven. By the grace of the Holy Spirit, Cornelius believed in
Christ and was baptized with all his family. He was the first pagan
to receive Baptism. He retired from the world and went preaching
the Gospel together with the Apostle Peter, who made him a
bishop. He was sent to a Greek city that was known for its idol
worship. In the city lived a prince by the name of Demetrius who
hated Christianity and venerated the pagan gods. Learning about
the arrival of Saint Cornelius in the city, he immediately summoned
him and asked him the reason for his coming. Saint Cornelius
answered that he came to free him from the darkness of ignorance
and lead him to knowledge of the True Light. Through his prayers
an Earthquake destroyed the pagan temple of the city, and coverted
the the wife and son of Demetrius who were saved in the ruins of
the temple by singing a hymn to the God of the Chrisitans.
Demtrius was converted and all his household through the prayers
of St Cornelius. He was the first Gentile recorded to come to

Christian faith by the work of the Apostles.
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“Isay to you, I have not found such great faith,
Israelt...”
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Bulletin, Sunday, 28 June 2026

4th  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone
3. Translation of the Relics of the holy and wonderworking
Unmercenaries Cyrus and John (412). Ven. Xenophon, Abbot
of Robeika (Novgorod—1262). Ven. Sergius and Herman,
Wonderworkers of Valaam (ca. 1353). St. Paul, Physician of
Corinth. Icon of the Mother of God “Of the Three Hands” (8th
¢.). Hieromartyr Basil (1918). Holy Martyr Pappias (4th c.).

Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortified by the
regular reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily readings can be
found on the parish’s wall calendar, or online by visiting the

OCA s daily reading page https://www.oca. org/readings.

Schedule

Monday 29 June 2026, 9-30AM Divine Liturgy for Sts.
Peter and Paul at St. Nicholas Parish. Fr. Paul at St
Tikhon’s Camp.

Wednesday 1 July 2026, 9AM Molieben of Thanksgiving
for our Nation.

Thursday — Friday. Fr. Paul celebrates the Daily Cycle
of Services at St. Tikhon’s Monastery. Thursday
Evening 4:30PM Vespers and Matins. Friday Morning
6:50AM Divine Liturgy.

- Saturday, 4 July 2026. 5:00-5:45PM. Fr. Paul available for

Confession ; 6PM Great Vespers.

~ Sunday 5 July 2026, 5" Sunday after Pentecost. 9:30AM

Divine Liturgy followed by Agape Coffee Hour
Fellowship

~ A warm welcome to all visitors. Please come downstairs and
Join us for Coffee Hour Agape Fellowship followed immediately

by Vespers for Sts. Peter and Paul

~ The Diocesan St. Tikhon’s camp will take place this week on
the grounds of St. Tikhon’s. May God bless and inspire all the
160+ Campers and 60 Staff Members during the week. The
diocese has requested help in the kitchen and for cleaning up and
setting up meals for the campers. If you can give a few hours of

your time it would be appreciated. Please see Fr. Paul for details.

~ His Eminence, Archbishop Mark will be visiting our parish on
the 11-12 July 2026. Let us make every effort to welcome our

beloved archpastor.

~ A reminder that tomorrow is the Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul,
and Liturgy will be held here in Olyphant on the Feastday at
9:30AM at St. Nicholas parish. Please make every effort to

attend this great feast of the Leaders of the Apostles.

~ Father Paul will serve the daily cycle of services at St. Tikhon'’s
Monastery on Thursday night and Friday morning. Please
consider making a small retreat day in coming to services and

walking the monastery grounds.



