Visting the Imprisoned
Christ’s directive to visit those in prison is striking for several
reasons. First, He tells us that when we visit the imprisoned, we visit
Him. Second, Jesus’ command extends to both the guilty and non-
guilty. Nothing in the Hebrew scriptures directs imprisonment for
the guilty. Though we know it sometimes happened, Roman law
did not provide for imprisonment as a form of punishment. In other
words, in Christ's time, officials mostly used imprisonment for those
awaiting trial or sentencing, much like today’s county and regional
jails. Third, Christ’s call to visit those in prison was something
new. Nowhere in the Old Testament is visiting the imprisoned
included among the expected acts of the righteous. Fourth, the
notion that people should visit those in prison was unusual at the
time. It was considered shameful to go near the jails, mines and
other places where people, guilty or not, were detained. Saint Paul
mentions the cultural shame in his second letter to Timothy. He
writes that while he was in prison “everyone in Asia deserted me”
except “the family of Onesiphorus because he...was not ashamed

of my chains.” (2 Tim 1: 15,16).

History shows that early Christians visited and cared for the
imprisoned even if they were not Christians. Pachomius was an
Egyptian pagan captured by Romans around 313 A.D. While in
captivity, Christians regularly provided food and comfort to
Pachomius and his fellow captives. These acts of mercy by the
Christians so impressed Pachomius that he investigated Christianity
after his release. He converted and became one of the founders of

communal monastic life. He is now called St. Pachomius.

“Let us Attend! ”

“Now [ plead with you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly
Jjoined together in the same mind and in the same
Judgment. ...”
Olyphant, Pennsylvania
Rev. Paul J. Witek, Ph.D., Rector 201.315.5722
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St. Jacob, Enlightener of the Peoples of Alaska
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8th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 7. Repose
of St. Jacob (Netsvetov), Enlightener of the Peoples of
Alaska (1864). Hieromartyr Hermolaus and Martyrs
Hermippus and Hermocrates at Nicomedia (ca. 305). Ven.
Moses the Hungarian, of the Kiev Caves (Near Caves—ca.
1043). Martyr Paraskevi of Rome (2nd c.). Ven. Gerontius of
St. Anne Skete (Mt. Athos). The “EMVOLON” Icon of the

Mother of God in Constantinople.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 (Sunday); Philippians 3:7-14 (Saint
Jacob)

Gospel: Matthew 14:14-22 (Sunday); Mark 10:29-31, 42-45 (St.
Jacob)

Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortified by the
regular reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily readings can be
found on the parish’s wall calendar, or online by visiting the
OCA s datly reading page https.//www.oca. org/readings.

Schedul

- Wednesday , 29 July 2026, 6:30PM Healing Service in
Honor of the Great Martyr and Healer Panteleimon,

Anointing with blessing Oil from the Hawaiian Icon of
the Mother of God.

- Saturday, 1 August 2026. 5-5:45PM Fr. Paul Available for
Confession; 6PM Great Vespers.

- Sunday 2 August 2026, 9% Sunday after Pentecost.

9:30AM Divine Liturgy followed by Agape Coffee Hour
Fellowship.

~ We Extend our warmest welcome to all visitors today. Please

come downstairs and join us for Coffee Hour Agape Fellowship.

~ Our Sympathies to the Rebeck family on the repose of their

daughter +Melissa Ann Pereira. May her memory be eternal.

~ August 1% is the beginning of the Dormition Fast. Let us use
the time of early August to draw closer to the Most Holy
Theotokos not only through our prayers, but through our
example of having greater genuine piety, humility, and devotion

to Christ like the Mother of God.

~ Today is Prison Ministry Awareness Sunday. Among our
Lord’s commendation to those who stand at his right hand side
he says: “I was sick and in prison and you visited me”. Presently
there are 1.9 Million people incarcerated in a prison or jail cell in
the United States. 113 million adults in the United States have
an immediate family member who has been to prison or jail. We
pray today for those who minister to those in prison fulfilling the
Lord, especially those who serve Orthodox Christian Prison
Ministry (OCPM). Our second collection today will be taken up
for the work of OCPM. Please be generous.



