Faith Extended to our Neighbor — Met. Anthony Bloom
It would be so easy if we thought that our neighbour however
damaged, profaned, made ugly, distorted by life in all its forms,
whether it be heredity or education, or circumstances, that our
neighbour is a holy image. Think of the way in which you would
treat the photograph of your mother who had died, or a loved one
who had been killed, or of a person whom you loved with all there
was of love in you and you discovered that his photograph had
decayed, had been ill-treated, perhaps, tom with hatred by
someone. You would treat it with tenderness, the very wounds it
bears would call for care. We would treat this photograph, as one
would treat a badly wounded person. One wouldn’t say, “This
person is wounded. How revolting this blood and these broken
bones, and this flesh!” We would say, “Here is still life, he can live”.
And we would give all our attention and love to this person. This is
the way in which God sees us and believes in us. And this is the
second half of the two fold picture - to say that we believe in God
and don’t believe in those for whom He has given His life is a lie.
It’s not true. St. John says that if we say that we love God and don’t
love our neighbour we are liars. Well, we are; but in order to love
our neighbour we must have faith in him, faith that all things are
possible, that the most depraved, the most broken person can
change. And indeed people do change. One can see that in so many
ways when life is tragic. In the war, in accidents people whom we
thought were totally incapable of any good suddenly show mercy

and love and heroic courage.
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Bulletin, Sunday, 2 August 2026

9th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone
8. Translation of the Relics of the Protomartyr and Archdeacon
Stephen from Jerusalem to Constantinople (ca. 428), and the
finding of the Relics of the Righteous Nikddémos, Gamaliel,
and Abibas (ca. 428). Blessed Basil of Moscow, Fool-for-Christ
(1552). Holy Fool Basil of Kamen (15th c.). Hieromartyr
Stephen, Pope of Rome, and those with him (257).

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 3:9-17
Gospel: Matthew 14:22-34

Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortified by the
regular reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily readings can be
found on the parish’s wall calendar, or online by visiting the

OCA’’s daily reading page https://www.oca. org/readings.

Schedule

- Wednesday , 5 August 2026, 6:30PM Great Vespers with
Lityia for the Great Feast of the Transfiguration

— Thursday, 6 August 2026, 9:30AM Divine Liturgy for thr

Feast of Transfiguration, blessing of fruit

- Saturday, 8 August 2026. 5-5:45PM Fr. Paul Available for
Confession; 6PM Great Vespers.

- Sunday 9 August 2026, 10" Sunday after Pentecost. St.

Herman of Alaska. 9:30AM Divine Liturgy followed by
Agape Coffee Hour Fellowship.

~ We Extend our warmest welcome to all visitors today. Please

come downstairs and join us for Coffee Hour Agape Fellowship.

~ Our thanks to Father Daniel Geeza and Matushka Mary for
their donation of altar, iconstasis and Golgotha candles in honor
of the anniversary of repose of Matushka’s father, +Daniel. May

his memory be eternal.

~ This week we celebrate the Great Feast of our Lord’s
Transfiguration. Let us gather together with the Lord to behold

His glory. Following Liturgy there will be blessing of fruit.

~ We offer our prayers this week for all the ill-afflicted and
home-bound of our parish. May the Lord give them strength and
keep the, in his care. If you have a chance this week call someone
you know is ill or homebound or make a visit. Even small

gesture can mean a great deal.



