The Icon of Christ Not Made with Hands

At the time when our Lord preached the Good News and healed
every illness and infirmity of men, there lived in the city of Edessa,
on the shore of the Euphrates, a prince named Abgar, who was
completely infected with leprosy. He heard of Christ, the Healer of
every pain and disease, and sent an artist, Ananias, to Palestine with
a letter to Christ in which he begged the Lord to come to Edessa
and to cure him of leprosy. In the event that the Lord was unable to
come, the prince ordered Ananias to portray His likeness and to
bring it to him, believing that this likeness would be able to restore
his health. The Lord answered that He was unable to come, for the
time of His passion was approaching. Instead, He wiped His face
with a towel--and the image of His face remained on the
towel. The Lord gave this towel to Ananias with the admonition
that the prince would be healed by it, but not entirely--He would
send the prince a messenger who would complete the healing of his
disease later on. Receiving the towel, Prince Abgar kissed it and the
leprosy completely fell from his body, but a little remained on his
face. Later, the Apostle Thaddaeus came to Abgar, preached the
Gospel, and secretly healed and baptized him. The prince then
destroyed the idols which stood at the gates of the city. He placed
the towel with the likeness of Christ--with a wooden backing,
framed in a gold frame, and adorned with pearls--above the gates.
The prince also wrote beneath the icon, directly on the gateway:
"O Christ God, no one will be ashamed who hopes in You."
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Feast of the Icon Not Made with Hands



Bulletin, Sunday, 16 August 2026

11th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone
2. Afterfeast of the Dormition. Translation of the Image
“Not-made-by-hands” of our Lord Jesus Christ from
Edessa to Constantinople (944). (Third “Feast of the
Savior in August”). Holy Unmercenary Physician Diomedes
(298). Ven. Cherimon (Chzremon) of Egypt (4th c.). The
“FEODOROVSKAYA” Icon of the Mother of God (1239).

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 4:9-16 (Sunday) Galatians 5:22-6:2 (St.
Herman) Gospel: Matthew 17:14-23 (Sunday); Luke 6:17-
23 (St. Herman)

Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortified by the
regular reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily readings can be
found on the parish’s wall calendar, or online by visiting the

OCA s daily reading page https://www.oca.org/readings.

Schedule

- Wednesday, 19 August 2026, 9AM Akathist to the
Theotokos Softener of Evil Hearts

— Saturday, 22 August 2026. 5-5:45PM Fr. Paul Available for

Confession; 6PM Great Vespers.

— Sunday 23 August 2026, 12% Sunday after Pentecost. Feast

9:30AM Divine Liturgy, Blessing of School Students
Teachers, Counselors, Administrators followed by
Agape Coffee Hour Fellowship.

~ We Extend our warmest welcome to all visitors today. Please

come downstairs and join us for Coffee Hour Agape Fellowship.

~ In September Fr. Paul will be holding a three-part educational
series entitled “Blessed is the Kingdom” which will focus on the
meaning and significance of the Divine Liturgy. Information
concerning dates and times will be forthcoming in the coming

weeks.

~ Qur thanks to David Brzuchalski for his donation of the
flowers for the tomb of the Mother of God in memory of his

wife +Mary. May her memory be eternal.

~ As the beginning of school year is approaching for many, next
Sunday at the end of the liturgy Fr. Paul will bless all students and

those that work at schools.



