An Understanding of the Parable of the Vinedressers

This whole parable is a story about the rejection of the Lozd Jesus
Chuist Himself. The vineyard in it is God’s first chosen people of
Israel. As says the Prophet Isaiah: For the vinepard of the Lord of
hosts is the house of Israel(Is. 5:7). The owner of the vineyard is
God, the vinedressers are the religious leaders of the people, and the
servants who come to gather the harvest are the prophets sent by
God. And, finally, the son is Christ the Messiah, sent as the final
messenger into the world...In the parable there is no other
explanation for His death except that the husbandmen killed him,
because they knew that He is the heir, that He is the Son of God-——
not because they didn’t know, but because they knew. Come, Jet
us kill him, they say, and Jet us seize on his inheritance. What a
simple solution to all the problems mankind has when he turns away
from Godi—from Cainto Caiaphas, from Caiaphas to the

murderers of the martyrs and to the very last murders who will watk
the earth...Everything belongs to us now, and we do what we

want,

Since the time of the coming of Christ a2 new vineyard of God has
been spreading throughout the whole earth. The entire human race
is included in this vineyard, and this new vineyard is the Church of
Churist with the apostles, martyrs, hierarchs, confessors, preachers,
right-believing kings and queens—those who worthily labor in the
Lord’s vineyard. But ye are a chosen generation, a royal presthood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people, as the word of God tells us (1 Pet.
2:9). As the beautiful fruit of the salvific sowing, so the good
husbandmen bring to the Lord their labor, and will do so until the
end of the age. ~Archpriest Alexander Shargunov

Rev. Paul J. Witek, Ph.D,, Rector 201.315.5722
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_Stewards of the Vineyard
Olyphant, Pennsylvania

30 August 2026

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
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Bulletin, Sunday, 30 August 2026

13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone
4. Translation of the Relics of Rt. Blv. Great Prince St.
Alexander Nevsky (1724). Sts. Alexander (340), John (595),
and Paul the New (784), Patriarchs of Constantinople. Repose
of Ven. Alexander, Abbot of Svir (1533). Uncovering of the
Reelics of St. Daniel, Prince of Moscow (1652). St. Christopher
of Palestine (6th c.). St. Fantinus of Calabria (9th c.). Synaxis of
the Serbian Hierarchs: Ss. Savva 1 (1237), Arsenius 1 (1266),
Savva II (1269), Eustathius I (ca. 1285), James (1292),
Nikddemos (1325), and Daniel (1338), Archbishops; Joannicus
Il (1354), Spyridon (1388), Ephraim II (after 1395), Macarius
(1574), Gabriel I (1659), Patriarchs; and Gregory, Bishop.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 16:13-24 Gospel: Matthew 21:33-42
Schedule

~ Tuesday, 1 September 2026, 4--7 Visitation for Newly
Departed +Nicholas Schlasta, 6:30PM Panikhida.

~Wednesday, 2 September 2026, 10AM Funeral for
+Nicholas Schlasta followed by Internment in Parish
Cemetery. .

— Saturday, 5 September 2026. 5-5:45PM Fr. Paul Available
for Confession; 6PM Great Vespers.

— Sunday 6 September 2026, 14™ Sunday after Pentecost.

Feast 9:30AM Divine Liturgy followed by Agape Coffee
Hour Fellowship.

~ We extend our warmest welcome to all visitors today. Please

come downstairs and join us for Coffee Hour Agape Fellowship.

~ We extend our deepest sympathies to the extended Schlasta
Family on the repose of the new departed +Nicholas Schlasta.

Memory Bternal. The services for Nicholas are listed above.

~ Qur parish’s next three-part educational series will take place
on Wednesday evening September 9, 1, and 23 at 6pm at the
Parish. The seres is entitled “Blessed is the Kingdom” which
will focus on the meaning and significance of the Divine Liturgy.
What is the Liturgy? Why do what we do at the Liturgy? Why is
Liturgy so important? These are all things we will likely explore.

Please save the dates, join us, andfor invite someone.

~ Qur parish will hold an ethnic food sale on Friday, 25
September 2026 from 11AM-4PM. Please tell your family and
friends. For information concerning help with food preparation,

please see Ann Schlasta.




