Metropolitan Anthony Bloom on today’s Gospel

A demoniac is a person who is possessed, who does not have control
over himself, who 1s as it were a laughingstock and plaything of other
powers. These other powers—I am deeply convinced of this, as the
Holy Scriptures and the life and teaching of the Holy Fathers of the
Church teach us—can be actually demonic, but do not always act on
such a scale and with such vividness as they are portrayed here. We
can possessed by passions. A man can be possessed by a passion for
drink, can be a drunkard, can have fits of hard drinking, or a man can
be a lecher. It can be a person incapable of refraining from anger; it
can be a person who is uncontrollably drawn to theft; it can be a
person who burns with hatred, envy, jealousy or whatever it may be.
Take a good look at your own soul, as in a mirror, and you will see
how many passions there are in it—maybe small, maybe not so tragic
as outright demon possession—how many such passions there are in
each of us, which do not let us have the freedom to be fully worthy
of ourselves. Remember the words of Nekrasov: “Although great
and fierce is the rage in me, when it comes to the deed, my hand
freezes.” Replace the word “malice” with the word “inspiration,”
“desire” and you will see how many times you have “Oh, yes, how
I would like to...1 Oh, yes, I would do it with such eagerness...1”
But when it comes down to the deed, you stop in your tracks.
Therefore we ought to have a sober attitude not only towards the
dramatic demon-possessions that we find in Holy Scripture and in
our lives among the people around us (although more rarely than it
sometimes seems), but also think about the lesser demons, which also
make us lesser and strangers to God’s truth and man’s truth, just like

this demoniac.

“Let us Attend! ”

“Have you come to torment us?..."”
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21st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 4. Martyrs
Acindynus, Pegasius, Aphthonius, Elpidephorus,
Anempodistus, and 7,000 with them, of Persia (ca. 341-
345). St. Marcian of Cyprus (381-391).

Epistle: Galatians 2:16-20
Gospel: Luke 8:26-39

Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortified by the regular
reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily readings can be found on
the parish’s wall calendar, or online by visiting the OCA's daily

reading page htps.//www.oca.org/readings.

Weekly Schedule
- Wednesday, 5 November 2025, 9:00AM Akathist to the
Holy Angels.
- Saturday, 8 November 2025, 8:30AM Joint Liturgy at St.
Michael’s, Jermyn for their Patronal Feast Day; 5-5:45PM
Fr. Paul available for Confession; 6PM Great Vespers.

- Sunday, 9 November 2025. 22nd Sunday After Pentecost.
9.30AM Divine Liturgy, followed by Agape Coffee Hour
Fellowship.

Announcements
~ A warm welcome to all visitors today. Please join us downstairs
for coffee hour fellowship. .
~ Please see the November Schedule in today’s bulletin. Let us
gather at the services as much as possible to bring ourselves into the

Lord’s presence.

~ Qur parish will join the faithful of St. Michael’s in Jermyn on
Saturday November 8 for Liturgy for their patronal feast. Liturgy will
be a 8:30AM. We will hold Vespers on the eve here at All Saints.

~ During the month of November our parish will collect donations
for a Christmas Drive for Mid-Valley High School. A flyer for the
holiday drive will be in next Sunday’s bulletin. As we draw closer
to the holidays let us be aware of those in need and give of our
substance. In our local school district about half of families with

school age children live under the poverty line.

~ We offer up our prayers this week to the holy angels who pray
for us and protect us throughout the course of our lives as Orthodox
Christians. May they stand by us in this life and give a good defense
for us before the Judgment Seat of Christ.

Prayer to Your Guardian Angel

O Angel of Christ, holy guardian and protector of my soul and
body, forgive me every transgression which I have committed this
day and deliver me from every craft of my enemy and
adversary. May I not anger my God by any sin. Prayer for me to the
Lord, His sinful and unworthy servant that He may make me worthy
of the grace of the All-Holy Trinity, and of the Most Blessed

Theotokos and of all the Saints. Amen.



