Metropolitan Anthony Bloom on the Gospel
Today’s Gospel in short, contains everything which is the
way of the Christian. The first commandment is that we
should love our God with all our heart, with all our mind,
with all our strength, with all our being, and our neighbour
as ourselves. To love means to prefer all that is dear to the
beloved person, to what is dear to us. To love God means
that we should live, and indeed be such that He could
rejoice in what we are, that there should be nothing alien to
Him in our lives. And the second commandment, which the
lawyer did not understand: that we should love our
neighbour as ourselves. Very often we think that we are
worthy Christians if we feel that we have in our hearts a
warmth, that we love God. But this is not enough. The test
of this love is to share God’s own love for every one of our
neighbours. | remember a sad moment in my own life, when
my father asked me: what was the dream of my life? | was
young then, and | said, ‘To be with God alone.” And he
looked sadly at me and said, ‘You have not begun to be a
Christian.” Because if we love God we must share with Him
all His concerns for the whole world and for each person in
this world. Let us, therefore, take this short event in the life
of Christ and the parable as a rule. It is difficult, because it
is so easy to delude oneself. Even when we say that we
love someone, a moment may come when selfishness,
indifference, a quarrel may make an end, at least for a time,
to our mutual friendship and closeness. But there is a
criterion which is objective. How do you treat your
neighbour? What does he mean to you? If he means
nothing, if he is a passer-by, if he is only someone in your
way, or if he is someone to whom you can pay attention
when you are in the right mood, then we have not begun to
love God and to love the world together with Him.
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23rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6. Holy
Apostle and Evangelist Matthew (60 A.D.). St.
Fulvian, Prince of Ethiopia, in Baptism Matthew (1st c.).




Epistle: Ephesians 2:4-10 (Sunday) ; 1 Corinthians 4:9-
16 (Apostle) Gospel: Luke 10:25-37 (Sunday) ; Matthew
9:9-13 (Apostle)

Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortified by
the regular reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily
readings can be found on the parish’s wall calendar, or
online by visiting the OCA’s daily reading page
https.//www.oca.org/readings.

Weekly Schedule
~ Monday, 17 December 2025. 6PM Parish Council
Mtg
~ Thursday, 20 November 2025, 6:30PM Great
Vespers with Lityia for the Feast of the Entrance of
the Theotokos into the Temple.
~ Friday, 21 November 2025: 9:30AM Divine Liturgy
for the Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into
the Temple
~Saturday, 22 November 2025,5:00-5:45Pm Fr. Paul
Available for Confession; 6PM Great Vespers.
~ Sunday, 23 November 2025. 24th Sunday After
Pentecost. 9:30AM Divine Liturgy, followed by Agape
Coffee Hour Fellowship.

Announcements
~ A warm welcome to all visitors today. Please join us
downstairs for Agape Coffee Hour Fellowship. A special
welcome to Father John Kowalczyk for being with us and
serving the Liturgy. God grant you many years.

~ We will continue to collect for our annual Christmas Drive
for students at Mid-Valley High School. Please consider a
generous donation to help those in need during the Nativity

Season. To donate please place your contribution in a
giving envelope and mark it “Christmas Drive”.

~ We are presently entering the Nativity Fast as we prepare
to greet the Feast of our Lord’s Incarnation. Let us use the
opportunity of this season to dedicate ourselves more
closely to prayer, fasting, and in our service to others.

~ Our parish will be making Pierogis for sale during the
Nativity Season. The first dates for making pierogis in
November will be on November 19" and 20". Please come
and help as more hands make for lighter work.

~ His Eminence, Archbishop Mark will visit our parish on
Sunday, 7 December 2025. Please mark your calendar and
plan to be with us as we greet the Archpastor of our
diocese.



