
Fr. Alexander Schmemann on the Nativity 
This image of God as child continues to shine on us through icons 
and through innumerable works of art, revealing that what is most 
essential and joyful in Christianity is found precisely here, in this 
eternal childhood of God. Adults, even the most sympathetic to 
“religious themes,” desire and expect religion to give explanations 
and analysis; they want it to be intelligent and serious. Its opponents 
are just as serious, and in the end, just as boring, as they confront 
religion with a hail of “rational” bullets. In our society, nothing 
better conveys our contempt than to say “it’s childish.” In other 
words, it’s not for adults, for the intelligent and serious. So children 
grow up and become equally serious and boring. Yet Christ said 
“become like children” (Mt 18:3)…Thus, only when we break 
through to the child living hidden within us, can we inherit as our 
own the joyful mystery of God coming to us as a child. The child has 
neither authority nor power, yet the very absence of authority 
reveals him to be a king; his defenselessness and vulnerability are 
precisely the source of his profound power. The child in that distant 
Bethlehem cave has no desire that we fear him; He enters our hearts 
not by frightening us, by proving his power and authority, but by 
love alone. He is given to us as a child, and only as children can we 
in turn love him and give ourselves to him. The world is ruled by 
authority and power, by fear and domination. The child God 
liberates us from that. All He desires from us is our love, freely given 
and joyful; all He desires is that we give him our heart. And we give 
it to a defenseless, endlessly trusting child. 
Through the feast of Christmas, the Church reveals to us a joyful 
mystery: the mystery of freely given love imposing itself on no one. 
A love capable of seeing, recognizing and loving God in the Divine 
Child, and becoming the gift of a new life. 

 
 
 

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!         

 
 

                

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, 
and they shall call His name Immanuel, which is 

translated, ‘God with us.’” 
 
 

Nativity in the Flesh of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ  

 



25 December 2025 

The Nativity According to the Flesh of our Lord God and 
Savior Jesus Christ . The Adoration of the Magi: Melchior, 
Caspar, and Balthasar. Commemoration of the Shepherds in 
Bethlehem who were watching their flocks, and went to see the 
Lord. 

Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 

Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortified by the regular 
reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily readings can be found on 
the parish’s wall calendar, or online by visiting the OCA’s daily 
reading page https://www.oca.org/readings.  

Upcoming Services  

~ Friday, 26 December 2025: 9:30AM, Divine Liturgy, 
Second Day of the Feast, Synaxis of the Theotokos. Parish 
Potluck Meal in the Church Hall. All are invited.  

~ Saturday, 27 December 2025. 6:00pm, Great Vespers,     

~ Sunday, 28 December 2025 – 9:30AM Divine Liturgy, 
Sunday after Nativity, followed by Agape Coffee Hour 
Fellowship. 

 

 

Prayerful Selections from the Kontakion  in Celebration 
of the Feast to Add to Daily Prayers  

Today the Virgin gives birth to him who is above all being, and 
the earth offers a cave to him whom no one can approach. Angels 
with shepherds give glory, and magi journey with a star, for to 
us there has been born a little Child, God before the ages. 

Bethlehem has opened Eden, come, let us see; we have found 
delight in secret, come, let us receive the joys of Paradise within 
the cave. There the unwatered root whose blossom is forgiveness 
has appeared. There has been found the undug well from which 
David once longed to drink. There a virgin has borne a babe and 
has quenched at once Adam’s and David’s thirst. For this, let us 
hasten to this place where there has been born a little Child, God 
before the ages. 

“So, since they are your people, my Child, bid them come under 
your roof, that they may see rich poverty, precious beggary. You 
I have as glory and pride, therefore I am not ashamed. You are 
the grace and beauty of my dwelling and of me. Nod and let 
them enter. My poverty does not worry me; I hold you as a 
treasure that the kings have come to see, for kings and magi 
know that you have appeared a little Child, God before the 
ages.” 

  

 


