St. Nicholai On Being in the World but Not of the World

Christ the Lord is not of this world, but rather is only in the vesture
of this world. This is the Commander clad in the clothing of a slave
in order to save the captive enslaved by sin, matter and Satan. As is
the Commander, so are His soldiers. Even they, according to the
spirit, are not of this world: they are not captives but free; they are
not slaves but masters; they are not corruptible but immortal; they
are not fallen but are saved. Such are all those whom Christ
recruited and who, having tasted immortal life, willingly rejected
the world and united themselves with Him, remaining faithful to
Him until the end of their lives on earth. Abba Moses said: "No one
can enter the army of Christ if he is not totally as fire, if he does not
abhor honors and comfort, if he does not sever all bodily desires,
and if he does not keep all of God's commandments." Judas was
recruited, but he fell away and loved prison more than the royal
court, slavery more than freedom, corruption more than
immortality, and destruction more than salvation. But the other
apostolic recruits, greater and lesser, remained faithful to Him to the
end and achieved victory—-that is why they are glorified both on
earth among men and in heaven among the angels. All who are
glorified by the world perish with the world, but those who are
glorified by Christ are saved by Christ. The glory of the world is
death, but the glory of Christ is life--life eternal and without death.
O Immortal Lord, even though we are of the world according to
the body and sin, recruit us into Thine army--the army which, by
Thy Spirit, power, wisdom and love, is not of this world. Do this
so that, even when we die in this world, we may live in Thine
Immortal Kingdom with the angels, apostles and saints, because of

the love and prayers of Thy holy apostles.

“Let us Attend!”

“I baptize with water, but He shall baptize with the Holy
Spirit”
A PARISH BULLETIN OF
ALL SAINTS ORTHODOX CHURCH
Olyphant, Pennsylvania
Rev. Paul J. Witek, Ph.D., Rector 201.315.5722

4 January 2026

Sunday Before Theophany



Bulletin, Sunday, 4 January 2026

30th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone
5. Forefeast of the Theophany. Sunday before
Theophany. Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles Ven.
Theoctistus, Abbot at Cucomo, in Sicily (800). Repose of St.
Eustathius I, Archbishop of Serbia (ca. 1285). St. Aquila, Deacon, of
the Kiev Caves (Far Caves—14th c.). Confessors Zosimus the Hermit
and Athanasius the Commentarisius (Superintendent of Prisoners),
Anchorites, of Cilicia (3rd-4th c.). St. Nikephoros the Leper (1964).
Ven. Euthymius and twelve other Monks, martyred at Vatopedi (Mt.
Athos—1285). Ven. Onuphrius of Chilandari (Mt. Athos), Martyr
(1818).

Epistle: 2 Timothy 4:5-8 ; Gospel: Mark 1:1-8

Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortified by the
regular reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily readings can be
found on the parish’s wall calendar, or online by visiting the

OCA’s daily reading page https.//www.oca. org/readings.

Schedule

~ Monday, 5 January 2026. Eve of Theophany. 6:30 Great

Compline with the Great Blessing of Water.

~Tuesday, 6 January 2026: 9:30AM. Festal Divine Liturgy

for the Feast of Holy Theophany. Fr. Paul begins

blessing homes.

~ Saturday, 10 January 2026. 5-5:45PM Fr. Paul Available

for Confession. 6PM Great Vespers.

~ Sunday, 11 January 2026, Sunday After Theophany.

9:30AM Divine Liturgy followed by Agape Coffee Hour
Fellowship .

Announcements

~ A warm welcome to all visitors. Please join us downstairs for

Agape Coffee Hour Fellowship.

~ This week we celebrate the Great Feast of Holy Theophany.
Let us gather together for the services. Beginning with
Theophany Fr. Paul will begin to bless homes. An insert into
today Bulletin describes preparations for the blessing of your
home. Asin years past, those who wish to give Fr. Paul a freewill
offering for blessing your home may do so. All donations will be

given to help those in need in the local community.

~ A calendar of events for January is enclosed in today’s bulletin.

Please note the services that will take place during the month of

January.

~ As in the Fall, Fr. Paul will be holding a three-part education
series at the end of January into February. The subject of the
series will be Sinn, Repentance, and Confession. The sessions
will take place on Wednesdays, January 28, February 4 | and
February 11 at 6pm in the Church Hall. Please join us as the Fall

series was very fruitful.
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