Life of St. Athanasius the Great

Athanasius was born in Alexandna in the year 296 A.D., and from
his early childhood had an inclination to the spiritual life. He was a
deacon to Archbishop Alexander and accompanied him to the First
Ecumenical Council. It was at this Council that Athanasius became
renowned for his knowledge of, devotion to, and zeal for
Orthodoxy. He contributed greatly to the destruction of the heresy
of Arius and the strengthening of Orthodoxy. He wrote the Symbol
of Faith which was adopted at the Council. Following the death of
Alexander, Athanasius was elected Archbishop of Alexandria. He
remained in his calling as Archbishop of Alexandria for forty years,
although not for the entire time on the archepiscopal throne. With
few exceptions, he was persecuted by heretics throughout his life.
Of the emperors, he was persecuted the most by Constantius, Julian
and Valens; of the bishops, by Eusebius of Nicomedia and many
others; and of the heretics in general, by Arius and his followers.
Athanasius was forced to hide from his persecutors at various times:
once in a well, once in a grave, and sometimes in private homes or
in the deserts. Twice he was forced to flee to Rome. Only for a
while before his death did he live peacefully, as a good shepherd
among his good flock, who truly loved him. Few are the saints who
were so mercilessly slandered and so criminally persecuted as was St.
Athanasius. His great soul patiently endured all for the love of Christ
and, in the end, emerged victorious from this entire terrible and
long-lasting struggle. For counsel, for comfort and for moral
support, Athanasius often visited St. Anthony the Great, whom he
respected as his spiritual father. Athanasius had much to suffer for
that truth--until the Lord gave him repose in His kingdom as His
faithful servant, in the year 373 A.D.
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Bulletin, Sunday, 18 January 2026

32nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 7. Ss.
Athanasius the Great (373) and Cyril (444), Archbishops
of Alexandria. Ven. Afandsii (Athanasius), Abbot of
Syandémsk (Vologdi—16th c.). Righteous Afanisii of
Novolétsk, Monk (16th-17th c.). Ven. Marcian of Cyrrhus in
Syria (ca. 388). Ven. Schemamonk Cyril and Schemanun
Maria, the parents of St Sergius of Radonezh (ca. 1337).

Epistle: 1 Timothy 1:15-17
Gospel: Luke 18:35-43

Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortified by the
regular reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily readings can be
found on the parish’s wall calendar, or online by visiting the

OCA s daily reading page https.//www.oca.org/readings.

Schedule

~Wednesday, 21 January 2026: 9AM Akatbhist to the Mother
of God, Softener of Evil Hearts.

~Saturday, 24 January 2026. 5:00-5:45PM Fr. Paul Available
for Confession; 6PM Great Vespers.

~ Sunday, 25 January 2026, Sunday of Zaccheaus. Sanctity
of Life Sunday. 9:30AM Divine Liturgy followed by Agape
Coffee Hour Fellowship.

Announcements

~ A warm welcome to all visitors. Please join us downstairs for

Agape Coftee Hour Fellowship.

~ As in the Fall, Fr. Paul will be holding a three-part education
series at the end of January into February. The subject of the
series will be Sinn, Repentance, and Confession. What is Sin?
How do I deal with Sin? What Does it mean to repent? Where
does confession fit in? The sessions will take place on
Wednesdays, January 28, February 4 , and February 11 at 6pm in

the Church Hall. Please join us as the Fall series was very fruitful.

~ Fr. Paul will continue to bless homes during this festive season.
Please be as flexible as possible in setting up a time to have your

home blessed.

~ The Annual Diocesan Assembly of our Diocese will be held at
St. Michael’s Church in Old Forge on Thursday evening January
29 to Friday 30 January 2026. The Deanery indicated that
kitchen help is needed on Thursday evening 29 January 2026,
and Friday Morning in setting out food and cleaning up from

meals. If you can give of your time, please see Fr. Paul for details.



