
Fr. Alexander on Desire and Zaccheaus 

To prepare us for Great Lent, the Orthodox Church starts 
announcing its approach a full month before it actually 
begins. Lent is a time of repentance, and repentance is a 
re-examination, a re-appraisal, a deepening, a shaking 
upside down. Repentance is the sorrowful uncovering of 
one’s neglected, forgotten, soiled “inner” person. The first 
announcement of Lent, the first reminder, comes through a 
short Gospel story about an entirely unremarkable man, 
“small of stature,” whose occupation as a tax collector 
marked him, in that time and society, as greedy, cruel and 
dishonest. Zacchaeus wanted to see Christ; he wanted this 
so much that his desire attracted the attention of the Lord 
Jesus. Desire is the beginning of everything. As the Gospel 
says, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” 
(Matthew 6:21). Everything in our life begins with desire, 
since what we desire is also what we love, what draws us 
from within, what we surrender to. We know that 
Zacchaeus loved money, and by his own admission we 
know that to get it he had no scruples about defrauding 
others. Zacchaeus was rich and he loved riches, but within 
himself he discovered another desire, he wanted 
something else, and this desire became the pivotal 
moment of his life. This Gospel story poses a question to 
each of us: what do you love, what do you desire–not 
superficially, but deeply? “Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock,” Do you hear this quiet knock? Desire. The soul 
taking a deep breath. The little man, Zacchaeus, with his 
eyes to the ground focusing on earthly desires, encounters 
Christ and now ceases to be little as his victory over 
himself begins. Here is the start, the first step from exterior 
to interior, toward that mysterious homeland which all 
human beings, unknown often to themselves, long for and 
desire.

                   “Let us Attend!”

“Come down for today salvation has come to your 
house…”
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Sunday of Zacchaeus.

 

Bulletin, Sunday, 25 January 2026

33rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 8. 
Sunday of Zacchaeus. New Martyrs and Confessors 
of Russia. St. Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop 
of Constantinople (389). St. Moses, Archbishop of 



Novgorod (1362). Martyrs Felicitas of Rome, and seven 
sons: Januarius, Felix, Philip, Silvanus, Alexander, 
Vitalis and Martial (ca. 164). Ven. Publius, Ascetic, of 
Syria (ca. 380). St. Mares the Singer, of Syria (ca. 430). 
Icons of the Mother of God, “ASSUAGE MY SORROW” 
(translation to Moscow in 1640), and “THE 
UNEXPECTED JOY”. Saint Vetranion of Tomis (4th c.). 

Epistle: 1 Timothy 1:15-17

Gospel: Luke 18:35-43

 Our souls and minds are strengthened and fortified by 
the regular reading of the Holy Scriptures. Daily 
readings can be found on the parish’s wall calendar, or 
online by visiting the OCA’s daily reading page 
https://www.oca.org/readings. 

Schedule
~ Wednesday, 21 January 2026: 9AM Akathist to the 

Three Hierarchs; 6PM Part 1 of Educational Series 
on Sin, Repentance, and Confession.  Covered 
Dishes Welcome.  

~ Saturday, 31 January 2026. 6PM Great Vespers.   
~ Sunday, 1 February 2026, Sunday of the Publican 
and the Pharisee.  9:30AM Divine Liturgy followed by 
Agape Coffee Hour Fellowship. 

~ Monday, 2 February 2026, 9:30AM Festal Divine 
Liturgy for the Meeting of the Lord, Blessing of 
Candles. 

Announcements

~ As in the Fall, Fr. Paul will be holding a three-part 
education series at the end of January into February.  
The subject of the series will be Sinn, Repentance, and 
Confession.  What is Sin? How do I deal with Sin? What 

Does it mean to repent? Where does confession fit in?  
The sessions will take place on Wednesdays, January 
28, February 4 , and February 11 at 6pm in the Church 
Hall.  Please join us as the Fall series was very fruitful.   

~ Fr. Paul will continue to bless homes during this 
festive season.  Please be as flexible as possible in 
setting up a time to have your home blessed. 

~ Please extend your prayers this week for all delegates 
that will gather in Old Forge on Thursday and Friday for 
the Annual Diocesan Assembly, as well as for those 
traveling next weekend to the Winter Teen Retreat in 
Stevens, PA. 


