The Paschal Homily of Saint John Chrysostom

If you are devout and love God, enjoy this beautiful and radiant festival. If you are a
grateful servant, enter, rejoicing, into the joy of your Lord. If you followed the fast, re-
ceive your payment now. If you worked from the first hour, receive today your just re-
ward. If you came after the third hour, you are welcomed to celebrate. If you arrived
after the sixth hour, have no doubt; for you suffer no loss. If you delayed until the ninth
hour, come near with no cause to hesitate. If you

arrived even at the eleventh hour, do not be fearful of the lateness; for the Lord 1s gener-
ous and accepts the last as He does the first. He gives rest to him of the eleventh hour,
as to him who worked from the first hour. He shows mercy to the last and attends to the
first. To the one is given and to the other is granted. He accepts the works and welcomes
the volition. He honors the act and praises the intention. All of you, therefore, enter into
the joy of our Lord; both first and last, receive your reward. You rich and poor, with one
another dance. You who are abstinent and you who are indolent,honor this day. You
who have fasted and you who have not fasted, be glad today. The table is richly laden;
all of you, feast sumptuously. The calf is plentiful; let no one depart hungry. All of you
partake of the banquet of faith. All of you enjoy the wealth of goodness. Let no one de-
plore his poverty, for the Universal Kingdom has been revealed. Let no one

lament for transgressions, because forgiveness has dawned from the Tomb. Let no one
fear death, for the death of the Savior has set us free. He subdued it when it took hold of
Him. He despoiled Hades when He descended into Hades.

He embittered it as it tasted of His flesh. And anticipating this, Isaiah cried out, "Hades
was embittered when it encountered You below."

It was embittered, for it was abolished.

It was embittered, for it was mocked.

It was embittered, for it was mortified.

It was embittered, for it was dethroned.

It was embittered, for it was enchained.

It received a body and came upon God. It received earth and met up with heaven. It re-
ceived what it saw and stumbled upon what it did not see. Death, where is your sting?
Hades, where is your victory?

Christ is risen, and you are overthrown.

Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen.

Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice.

Christ is risen, and life rules. Christ is risen, and not one is to be found dead in the
tomb. For Christ rising from the dead has become the first to awaken among those who
are asleep.

To Him be the glory and the power to the ages of ages. Amen. =
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(The following is sung during the entire Bright Week in place of the Hours, Compline, Midnight Office and
Morning and Evening Prayers.)
Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Amen.

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling on death by death, and upon those in
the tombs bestowing life. (Thrice)

Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ, let us adore the Holy Lord Jesus, the
only sinless One. We worship Thy Cross, O Christ, and Thy holy Resurrection
we praise and glorify; for Thou art our God, and we know no other than Thee;
we call on Thy Name. O come all you faithful, let us worship Christ’s holy Re-
surrection. For behold, through the Cross joy has come to all the world. Ever
blessing the Lord, let us praise His Resurrection. By enduring the Cross for us
He destroyed death by death. (Thrice)

Hypakoe: Forestalling the dawn, the women with Mary came and found the
stone rolled away from the sepulchre, and heard from the Angel: Why seek
among the dead, as if He were a man, Him Who lives in everlasting light? Be-
hold the grave-clothes. Run and tell the world that the Lord is risen, and has
slain death. For He is the Son of God Who saves mankind.

Kontakion: Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet
didst Thou destroy the power of hell, and didst rise again as Conqueror, O
Christ our God, saying to the myrrhbearing women, Rejoice! And giving peace
to Thine Apostles, and offering to the fallen resurrection.

Troparion: In the grave bodily, in hell with the soul as God, in Paradise with
the thief, and on the throne with the Father and the Spirit wast Thou Who
fillest all things, O Christ the Infinite.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: How life-giving,
how much more beautiful than Paradise, and truly more resplendent than any
royal palace, proved Thy Tomb, O Christ, the Source of our resurrection. Now
and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.

Rejoice! Sacred and divine abode of the Most High. For through thee, O Mother
of God, joy is given to those who cry: Blessed art thou among women, O spot-
less Lady. Lord, have mercy. (40 times) Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.

More honourable than the Cherubim, and incomparably more glorious than the
Seraphim; thou who in virginity didst bear God the Word; thee, true Mother of
God, we magnify.

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling on death by death, and upon those in
the tombs bestowing life. (Thrice)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and
to the ages of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. (Thrice)

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have
mercy on us. Amen.



